
Liam and Megan’s story 

 

 

7 years ago, I gave birth to my son, Liam.  My pregnancy progressed without 

complications and with ease.  Everything appeared to be normal with Liam as well 

but he was slow to meet his milestones.  Then when Liam was about 5 months old, 

he stopped using his right hand and in my own ignorance, I brushed it off as him 

being a lefty.  It was my mother, who is here tonight, that knew that wasn’t right 

and urged me to call the pediatrician, which I did. 
 

The following week, Liam’s pediatrician examined him and was noticeably quiet 

while doing so.  When she was done, she handed Liam to me and told me that it 

appeared as if Liam had suffered a stroke.  In that moment, my heart sank and I 

was in shock.  The pediatrician ordered an MRI which took place a month 

later.  The doctor that performed the MRI came out to let me know how Liam was 

doing and that he, in fact, did see evidence of a stroke. 
 

The following day, we went back to the hospital and met with neurologist.  In that 

meeting he told me that Liam, had indeed, suffered a stroke to his left brain, most 

likely around his 2nd trimester.  It was then that he told me that Liam was being 

diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy as well as being high risk for epilepsy and autism, 

to which he was diagnosed with both later on.  He told me my son might never 

walk or talk and that he would face challenges throughout his life.  He immediately 

started Early Intervention, physical, occupational and feeding therapy.  
 

About 2 years into this journey, I was introduced to UCP and immediately 

transitioned Liam’s home-based therapies to UCP, because the center clearly could 

offer Liam more than anything the therapists could do at home with him.  Not only 

did I transition all his therapies there, we became more involved with the 

organization in becoming an Ambassador family. 
 

As a single mother, finding work that allowed me the flexibility to take Liam to all 

his therapies was nearly impossible.  I was volunteering as a teacher’s aid for a 

program Liam was attending but I needed more to support our little family.  That’s 

when an opportunity became available as a teacher at UCP’s Early Learning 

Center.  Upon accepting this position, Liam was enrolled into the 2’s room of the 

ELC and progressed all the way through preschool.  It was during his time there 

that he learned to talk, learn, socialize and make friends.  Liam graduated and 

began Kindergarten but transitioned into UCP’s DTT after school program, where 

he continues to attend now that he is in first grade. He also continues to receive all 



his therapies to this day while attending DTT and because I am onsite, I have 

constant communication with his team of therapists and teachers that are so 

dedicated to his success.  He is thriving and doing all the things that I was once 

told might never happen thanks to the dedication and support of all the fantastic 

people that have worked with Liam and I over the years at UCP. 
 

I am honored to be a part of this great organization, being able to share my 

experience with the ELC families, the community as well as the individuals UCP 

serves. 

If it wasn’t for UCP, I can’t say that we would be where we are today.  UCP has 

been a huge support to me as single mother, offering Liam and I opportunities that 

might never have presented themselves anywhere else.  

Thank you UCP, we could not have done it without you!  

_-Megan, Liam’s Mom 

 

 



 


