
                              

Hope, Love & UCP of Central Arizona 

The dedication and love of Lori and Marcia Alvarez for their children is incredible. Lori drives over one 

hundred miles each way to bring two of her children to UCP for therapy services each week. Apollo and 

Madison are two very special children who receive therapy services through UCP of Central Arizona. 

When Lori, their mom, became pregnant, she was expecting quadruplets. Unfortunately, one did not 

make it beyond twelve weeks in the womb, but the other three survived. When Lori was 28 weeks 

pregnant, the doctor told her there was something wrong and they did an emergency amniocentesis 

test that came back normal. Then they moved on to doing an emergency MRI, which is when they 

discovered the problem. It appeared that Apollo would be born with a condition called lissencephaly 

(smooth brain syndrome.) Then they saw it present with Madison too. The doctor informed Lori that 

these children may not make it to birth and even if they did, they wouldn’t make it past the age of two 

and would never talk, sit up or do anything. They encouraged Lori to terminate these children and she 

refused, telling the doctor, “No, we will take them home, love them and teach them to the best of their 

ability, but they are our children.”  On February 2, 2009, at 35 weeks, Lori gave birth to three beautiful 

children, two sons and a daughter.  After the birth, the doctor once again told her there was no hope for 

Apollo and Madison and asked if she would sign a DNR. Once again, Lori and Marcia refused and were 

determined to believe that there is hope and that these two would be raised like any other child. Their 

diagnosis is lissencephaly, microcephaly, mild cerebral palsy and failure to thrive.  

Lori was referred to a physical therapist when Apollo and Madison were two months old. The therapist 

gave them exercises to do each day and the family did everything they were instructed to do to ensure 

the best outcome for their babies.  The therapist gave some non-traditional methods to try and the 



children responded well. Apollo started sitting and crawling when he was about one year old and was 

walking by the time he was 18 months. Everyone was amazed! Apollo began eating solid foods when he 

was 3.  

Madison did not crawl until she was about 3 years old and she was always very irritable and didn’t want 

anyone to touch or hold her but the therapist kept trying and kept working with her. This therapist 

made the connection to Dolores, an occupational therapist at UCP when the children were about 3 years 

old. The therapists worked with Apollo and Madison and greater achievements were witnessed such as 

Apollo learning to walk up stairs. Their mom is very dedicated and continued with exercises and working 

with her children each day at home. Madison was just sitting when she met Dolores. Through the work 

with Dolores, Madison started crawling and knee walking, then hopping and running on her knees. 

Through sensory sessions with Dolores, Madison learned to touch items and slowly accepted being 

touched by others. One year ago, Madison learned to walk with the help of both therapists and her 

family.  

Lori shared “They have even learned to do some sign language since coming to UCP and are trying to 

speak some words.” At age 3, both children transitioned from early intervention to preschool and 

Dolores has helped with the school system too, since they weren’t sure how to help and support these 

children because they are so delayed. She gave them suggestions and ideas to help them be successful. 

At home, “Apollo and Madison are treated like any normal child and we have expectations of them,” 

Lori shared. Dolores said that because of the love and commitment of Lori and their family, it has led to 

incredible results with both children. Presenting these children with a variety of things and activities has 

helped them to learn and they both show their own will to learn and grow too.  

One of the sensory tools they use is a beans and rice container. Apollo recently started hiding things in 

the container and then finding them. He was also able to draw a circle in his therapy visit this week. 

Apollo had no fear and would walk or jump off anything. He is now learning to be safe through his visits 

to UCP.  Almost 18 months ago, Apollo suffered from some seizures and he lost a lot of the skills he had 

gained, such as coping skills and communication. At this point, he is almost back to where he was and 

has made great progress once again.  

Madison held a crayon for the very first time a week ago. Dolores presented the crayon to her and she 

drew lines on a paper. Madison took some time to figure out what it was and how it worked. Then 

Dolores drew a smiley face on the paper and Madison took her crayon and tried to trace it! Madison is 

also overcoming other sensory challenges and is becoming interested in food and willing to try to eat 

some instead of just the formula.    

It is incredible  to watch these children because they both enjoy and want the attention of their 

therapist. During the session, you can see them stop, think and then take action to interrupt the other 

one and successfully achieve their result of redirecting Dolores’ attention to them.  

These are children who weren’t expected to survive, and if they did, were expected not to have any 

measurable quality of life. Here they are today, moving, growing, using higher levels of brain function, 

and living a very happy life.  



Lori said her goal for Apollo and Madison is that they live happy and productive lives and that they get to 

see the world and interact with it.  

The geneticist and pediatrician are amazed at Apollo and Madison’s progress. Lori was very happy to 

share that a couple weeks ago, the geneticist actually said that she now expects them to have a normal 

life span! Their story goes to show that with love, hope, and quality services, children with disabilities 

can live a life without limits!  
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Facebook blog:  

When Lori was pregnant with her quadruplets, she discovered the two of her babies had a condition 

called lissencephaly (smooth brain syndrome.) The doctor informed Lori that Apollo and Madison may 

not make it to birth and even if they did, they wouldn’t make it past the age of two and would never 

talk, sit up or do anything. They encouraged Lori to terminate these children and she refused, telling the 

doctor, “No, we will take them home, love them and teach them to the best of their ability, they are our 

children.” Four years later after the help of their wonderful therapists at UCP, Apollo and Madison  are 

moving, walking, growing, using higher levels of brain function, and living a very happy life. The 

geneticist and pediatrician are amazed at Apollo and Madison’s progress. Lori was very happy to share 

that a couple weeks ago, the geneticist actually said that she now expects them to have a normal life 

span! Their story goes to show that with love, hope, and quality services, children with disabilities can 

live a life without limits.  

   


