
JOAQUIN IS OFF TO COLLEGE, AFTER A LIFETIME AT UCP 

 

“As a therapist, one of the most exciting moments for me is when I hear about the success of the children 

that I served throughout the years.  Joaquin is one of those children who as he reaches his 18th birthday, I 

reflect on all he has accomplished and all he will become.  In 1998, when Joaquin was born with special 

needs his parents were determined to find the best services possible. They contacted UCP and 

immediately enrolled Joaquin in physical, occupational, speech and language therapies. Joaquin’s parents 

were quickly involved with all the therapists, diligently following their recommendations and 

implementing them at home. During the 12 years as Joaquin’s therapist, I was proud of how hard Joaquin 

worked, meeting developmental milestones that defied expectations for a child with his special needs.  I 

was there supporting Joaquin as he took his first steps and later when he faced the struggles of being a 

pre-teen with special needs. Middle school made Joaquin painfully aware of his differences and he began 

to take on the role of class clown in order to gain acceptance.  By working with Joaquin’s mom, the UCP 

staff was able to give Joaquin the tools to become a successful middle school student.  When I was no 

longer Joaquin’s therapist, I was still lucky be able to see him flourish as he attended UCP’s after school 

and summer programs.  Recently when I ran into Joaquin and his mom, they were so excited to share 

with me that Joaquin would be attending   college next school year!  I couldn’t help but notice the look on 

Joaquin’s face as his mom shared this exciting news.  It was that familiar smile of accomplishment that I 

was so used to, but yet it was different; this smile was that of a man. I realized Joaquin was no longer a 

child.    

As an occupational therapist, I see the struggles that children face every day because of their disabilities, 

but I also see the great successes that come when children and their families receive all the support they 

need from a very early age.  UCP is an important partner for not only these children but for their whole 

families. We are so fortunate to have so many knowledgeable and compassionate staff and equally more           

fortunate to have partners in our community, such as Circle K. They believe in our mission, in what we can 

accomplish, and so generously support our important work. Without them stories like Joaquin’s would 

not happen.” 
  

- Valerie Pieraccini, UCP Occupational Therapist  

 

 

  

 

 


